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Table  15. — Percentages  of  instructors  ivith  muster's  or  doctor's  degrees. 


Per  cent  of  instruc- 
tors with  master's 
or  doctor's  degrees. 

All  institutions 
supplying  data. 

. 
Institutions  grant- 
ing masters  de- 
gree only. 

Institutions  grant- 
ing both  mas- 
ter's and  doctor's 
degrees. 

Number 
of  insti- 
tutions. 

Per  cent. 

Number 
of  insti- 
tutions. 

Per  cent. 

Number 
of  insti- 
tutions. 

Per  cent. 

20.0-39.9 

2 
1 
6 
13 
12 

5.9 
2.9 
17.6 
38.2 
35.3 

2 

14.3 

40.0-59.9 

1 
4 

5.0 
20.0 
45.0 
30.0 

60.0-79.9 

2 
4 
6 

14.3 

80.0-99.9 

100.0 

42.8    !              6 

Total 

34 

99.9 

14 

100.0 

THE  TEACHING  SCHEDULE. 

An  item  of  practice  in  departments  of  education  that  has  considerable  bear- 
ing upon  the  feasibility  of  caring  for  graduate  work  in  any  effective  manner  is 
the  size  of  the  teaching  load  of  instructors  who  give  the  graduate  training. 
Table  16  presents  the  maximum  and  the  usual  weekly  teaching  schedules  in  the 
institutions  from  which  the  replies  have  come,  as  well  as  the  maximum  teaching 
schedule  regarded  as  appropriate  for  such  instructors  by  those  who  responded 
to  the  questionnaire.  In  a  large  proportion  of  schools — 53.5  per  cent  to  be 
exact — the  maximum  teaching  schedule  of  those  who  give  graduate  instruction 
Is  in  excess  of  12  hours,  in  a  few  instances  running  as  high  as  18  hours.  The 
"  usual "  schedule  tends  to  be  smaller,  but  in  almost  a  fifth  of  all  the  schools 
reporting  it  exceeds  12  hours.  Opinion  in  only  a  single  instance  favors  a  maxi- 
mum load  of  more  than  12  hours. 

Taiu.e  16. — The  weekly  teaching  schedules  of  those  giving  graduate  instruction. 


Number  of  hours. 

Maximum. 

Usual. 

Appropriate  maxi- 
mum.1 

Number 
of  insti- 
tutions. 

Per  cent. 

Number 
of  insti- 
tutions. 

Per  cent. 

Number 
of  insti- 
tutions. 

Per  cent. 

7-8 

10 
8 
7 
2 
4 

32.3 
25.8 
22.6 
6.5 
12.9 

8 
5 

7 

38.1 
23.8 
33.3 

9-10 

6 
7 
4 
9 
2 

21.4 
25.0 
14.3 
32.1 
7.1 

11  12 

13-14 

16-16 

1 

4.8 

17-18 

28 

99.9 

31 

100.1 

21 

100.0 

i  Mostly  at  the  even  numbers,  8,  10,  and  12. 
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EDUCATIONAL    RECONSTRUCTION    I\    BELGIUM. 

By  Wai    .  ■:   A     Mow  rOOMXBI  . 
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ECONOMIC   RECOVERY    AM)   EDUCATIONAL   CONNECTIONS 

Belgium's  progress  in  rehabilitation  has  been  most  marked  of  all 
the  countries  devastated  by  the  World  War.  In  resumption  of 
operation  of  the  iron  and  steel  industries,  of  coal  mining,  of  railroad 
rebuilding,  <>f  the  sugar  factories,  of  cotton  spinning,  of  rebuilding 
residences  and  communal  buildings,  the  Government,  private  initi- 
ative, capital,  and  labor  of  all  Lri:i  les  have  cooperated  in  a  way  <!<•- 
■  be  a  model  t<<  the  other  governments  of  the  world. 

M.  Delacroix,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  presenting  the  budget 
to  the  Parliament,  well  summarized  the  task  lying  immediately 
before  the  country  in  words  which  have  educational  as  well  as 
economic  import : 

<»iir  financial  situation  will  Improve  by  degrees.    This  year  we  shall  have  :i 
-  ■  which  will  approximately  balance.    The  nexl  year,  when  we  are  in  a 
position  to  estimate  the  possible  amount  of  Indemnity  we  are  to 
shall  take  stops  to  reduce  the  national  debt     Taxation  will  have  to  be  \\oii 
(lstriinit.il  iii  order  thai  there  may  be  no  unfair  burdens.    Justice  i<  n< 
sarv.  certainly,  but  it  is  Imperative  >ur  financial  requirements.     Every- 

body is  spending  too  much.  That  must  stop.  All  ranks  of  Bodety  must 
economize.  The  laborer  is  ready  to  work,  if  only  be  can  be  assured  that  his 
efforts  have  other  results  than  the  mere  enrichmenl  of  his  employers. 

The  Inter  rcuntry  lios  in  Increased  production.     It   Is 

jsity.  War  has  Impeded  civilization.  We  nave  to  make  up  h«<t  time. 
Economj  Is  necessary.  Always  economy.  Our  opportunity  Is  at  band.  The 
past  lays  upon  us  responsibility,  and  we  have  no  right  to  compromise  the 
future  of  our  country. 

aomic  and   material  rehabil  tation  have  gone  hand  in  hand 
witli  the  intellectual  and  the  educal  onaL     According  t<>  the  rej 
of  the  Anglo-Belgian  Union,  Belgian  cooperation,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  the  noted  author,  Emile  Ca   imaerts,  has  organized  popular 
lectures  throughout  Belgium  forth  of  spreading 

of  modern  countries.     All  are  illustrated,  and  treat  ts  of 

vital  bearing  on  the  future  well-hein;_r  of  Belgium. 
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The  economic  revival  is  accompanied  by  an  extraordinarily  active 
intellectual  revival.  All  universities  and  schools  are  crowded  far 
beyond  their  capacity,  and  the  minister  of  science  and  art,  M.  Jules 
Destree,  is  even  contemplating  restoring  entrance  examinations  to 
universities  in  order  to  eliminate  those  who  are  less  fitted  for  higher 
studies.  Not  less  than  five  or  six  literary  reviews  have  been  lately 
founded  in  Belgium,  and  a  generation  of  new  writers,  including  some 
remarkable  younger  poets,  is  coming  to  the  fore.1 

One  of  the  signs  of  educational  awakening  in  Belgium  was  re- 
sumption of  the  publication  of  the  journal  of  primary  education, 
entitled  L'Ecole  Nationale.  Suspending  publication  with  the  in- 
vasion in  August,  1914,  it  is  now  revived  under  the  slightly  different 
but  more  comprehensive  title  L'Education  Rationale.  Its  first  num- 
bers, November  1  and  15,  1919,  outline  a  statesmanlike  program  for 
the  reconstruction  and  revivification  of  Belgian  education.  It  does 
not  regard  the  task  as  a  piecemeal  one,  or  segregate  the  several  de- 
partments of  education.  It  rather  coordinates  and  makes  each  live 
by  organic  contact  with  the  other.  Belgian  education  is  treated 
under  14  aspects  by  the  most  noted  educational  thinkers  of  that 
stricken  country.  Each  sees  in  education  the  first  and  most  powerful 
agency  in  the  rehabilitation  of  the  country. 

HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  BELGIAN  EDUCATION. 

In  order  the  better  to  understand  what  Belgium  lias  in  the  way 
of  educational  foundations  on  which  to  build,  it  may  be  well  to  sum- 
marize the  chief  events  and  currents  of  Belgian  education  before  the 
World  War.  The  organic  educational  law  of  1842,  which  marks  for 
Belgium  the  beginning  of  a  modern  educational  system,  was  re- 
pealed by  the  law  of  1879,  carried  by  the  Liberal  Party.  After  a 
trial  of  five  years,  it  was  supplanted  by  the  law  of  1884,  carried  by 
the  Catholic  Party,  and  constituting  in  essence  a  return  to  the  law 
of  1842.  In  1914,  just  before  the  war.  a  new  school  law,  with  com- 
pulsory attendance  from  6  to  14  years  as  its  most  prominent  feature, 
w;is  passed  by  Parliament,  but  did  not,  of  course,  go  into  operation.2 

EDUCATION  DURING  THE  GERMAN  OCCUPATION. 

The  Intel-national  Bureau  of  Teachers'  Associations,  to  which  the 
German  Teachers'  Association  also  belonged,  had  its  headquarters  in 
Belgium.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  bureau  was  transferred  to 
Holland.  According  to  Neue  Bahnen,  January-February.  1915,  page 
215.  the  International  Union  made  special  efforts  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  Belgian  teachers.    They  endeavored  to  secure  the  return 

1  Abridged  from  "The  Present  Situation  in  Belgium,"  The  Xeic  Europe,  May  6,  1920. 
Facts   taken    from    La    Reform e    do   l'Enseisrnement,  by    M.    Leon    De   Pacuw,    Brussels, 
1919. 
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of  the  Belgian  teachers  to  their  scl Is,  in  which  they  were  seconded 

by  the  German  military  authorities,  who  promised  thai  the  teachers 
who  should  open  their  schools  again  would  be  permitted  to  go  on 
with  their  work  undisturbed.  Their  presence,  it  was  hoped,  would 
help  to  restore  order  and  nominal  activities  in  the  occupied  terri- 
tory. 

Ajnong  tiic  population  there  was  a  strong  desire  to  have  the  schools 
resume  their  work  even  in  places  tha<  had  suffered  much  during  the 
invasion.  In  Brussels  the  Germans  claim  thai  instruction  had  suf- 
;  virtually  no  interruption.  Schools  were  opened  in  Luttich  on 
ber  1.  L914,  in  Antwerp  November  9,  in  Louvain  December  1. 
The  German  Advanced  Modern  School  in  Brussels  was  also  to  re- 
sume its  work  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

In  th<  tehnen  for  August,  L915,  a  correspondent,  Walther 

Kluge,  writes  of  the  Belgian  schools  (none  were  in  session  where  he 

3Chool  buildings  had  been  commandeered;  furniture  removed  or  piled 
haphazard  in  the  rooms.  Bibical  pictures,  very  indifferent  as  works  of  art, 
hung  on  the  walls. 

ordiug  to  a   statement   of  a    Belgian   teacher,  a   compulsory   law  was   to 
have  gone  into  effect  in  191  I    The  teacher  did  not  like  the  State  scho 

conducted  parallel  with  those  conducted  by  the  clergy.    The  teachers 
did  ii"i  concern  themselves  with  politics— they  were  neutral. 

The  salaries  of  the  teachers  were  apportioned  on  a  pro-rata  basis  of  the  popu- 
lation of  :h>'  district,  creating  four  salary  classes.  Every  two  years  an  in- 
crement  of  100  francs  was  added  to  the  basic  salary,  rising  to  a  maximum  In 
each  of  the  four  classes  of  2,600,  2,750,  3,100,  and  3,400  francs,  respectively. 

From  the  training  colleges  a  teacher  might   procure  a  diploma  for  each  of 
The  more  diplomas  he  had,  the  better  his  pension  si 
Log  thai  a  teacher  must  be  retired  on  a  pension  with  25  years  ..f  sei 
ami  has  had  a  -alary  of  3,000  francs,  the  number  of  his  diplomas  was  added  t<> 
his  years  of  service,  ami  the  sum  multiplied  by  hi-  -alary,  and  the  product 
divided  by  50.     i  Exampli  tncs.) 

Anything  like  a  uniform  standard  of  education  was  impossible  In  view  of 
the  many  classes  of  schools     Stab  schools  accredited  by   the  St 

schools  conducted  by  the  clergy,  and  still  others.  To  this  feature  ol  Belgian 
education  must  be  ascribed  the  lark  of  laws  for  compulsory   attendance. 

The  schools  and  the  teachers  look  to  France  for  their  models  In  educational 

administration.     Though    the   Flemish    i pie   are  of   Germanic   origin,    their 

education  certainly  is  not 

An  inquiry  made  of  .".I  persons,  between  the  ages  of  M  and  82,  showed  that 
some  had  attended  school  only  l  year:  others  ranged   from   l   to   13  years 
attendance.     Some  could  not  write  tl 

EDUCATIONAL    Bl  I  ONSTRUCTION. 

Complete  reorganization  of  the  entire  Belgian  system  of  primary 
and  agricultural  instruction,  with  close  adaptation  to  the  Deed 
the  reconstruction  and  war  period,  are  the  aims  of  r  e  governmental 
and  educational  authorities,  accor  I     I    e  first  information   fur- 

nished since  the  war  by  the  depart  -  and  arts.     Ii  is 
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anticipated  that  the  program  and  schedule  of  studies  of  the  primary 
and  normal  schools  will  be  the  first  points  of  attack. 

The  new  organic  law  of  primary  instruction  expressly  provides  for 
the  installation  of  State  instruction  along  practical  lines  for  pupils 
of  12  to  14  years.  These  schools  are  to  be  modeled  after  the  con- 
tinuation schools  projected  by  the  English  education  act  of  1918. 

The  devastated  schools  of  Flanders  are  in  actual  process  of  re- 
construction. The  Province  of  East  Flanders  has  voted  a  pre- 
liminary loan  of  10,000,000  francs  to  aid  the  individual  communes 
in  the  establishment  of  700  to  800  classes  in  the  public  schools,,  in 
addition  to  those  existing  before  the  war.  This  does  not  include 
those  destroyed  by  the  German  occupation. 

Number  of  pupils  in  the  primary  schools  in  Belgium  in  .June,  1920.1 


Public 

schools. 


Free 
(denomi- 
national). 


Schools 

Classes 

Boys 

Girls 

(men)... 
Teachers  (women). 


4,827 
13, 575 
IttC.fiOX 
187,309 
8,086 
7,512 


3,132 
11,212 

!. '.0,975 


taken  from  the  organ  of  the  Belgian  Teachers'  Association. 

The  school  law  passed  October  13,  1919,  modifies  the  organic  law 
of  primary  education  in  quite  a  number  of  its  articles,  chiefly  in  those 
that  fixed  the  salaries  of  teachers.  Following  are  the  main  lines  of 
the  changes: 

AiMiM.,:  I.  The  communal  council  fixes  the  salary  of  communal  teachers 
on  the  following  bases: 

1.  A  minimum  salary  of  3,000  francs  for  men  teachers  and  of  2,600  francs  for 

women. 

2.  An  allowance  for  residence  fixed  as  follows  for  several  classes: 
In  communes  of  5,000  inhabitants  and  less.  200  francs. 

in  communes  of  5,001  to  40,000  inhabitants,  300  francs. 
in  communes  of  40,001  to  100.000  inhabitants.  400  francs. 
in  communes  of  more  than  100,000  inhabitants,  500  francs. 
This  allowance  shall  be  doubled — 

(a)    For  married  men  teachers  and  for  widows  and  widowers  with  one  or 
more  children. 

(ft)    For    beads   of   schools. 

A.BTICLE  II.  The  teacher  is  entitled  to  10  annual  increases  of  100  francs, 
followed  by  L0  biennial  increases  of  150  francs,  up  to  the  sum  necessary  to 
increase  the  minimum  allowed  by  law  up  to  2,500  francs. 

For  women  teachers  the  scale  of  increases  is  tixed,  respectively,  at  SO  francs 
and   120  francs  up  to  2.00(1  francs,  the  minimum  allowed  by  law. 

Akticlk  V.  An  allowance  for  administration,  calculated  on  the  basis  of  100 
francs  a  class,  is  granted  i"  school  heads  officially,  to  the  teachers  in  charge 
of  instruction,  who  also  have  the  oversight  of  five  classes  or  less.  This  allow- 
ance can  not  be  less  than  200  nor  more  than  GOO  francs. 
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The  Moniteur  Beige  of  March  27,  L920,  published 
decrees  establishing  a   Higher  ('<>im<'il  of  Public  Instruct 

ing  the  i  s                nseils  de  perfectionnement   for  higher,  mid- 
dle, normal,  and  primary  education,  and  designating  the mbei 

tlic  four  groups. 

By  the  terms  of  these  decrees,  the  Higher  Council  of  Public  In- 
struct ion,  composed  of  L5  members  named  for  a  term  of  four 
charged  with  the  duty  of  establishing  the  coordination  of  the  'lit' 
ferent  divisions  of  education  in  which  the  State  is  interested.     It 
meets  at  the  call  of  the  ministei  of  sciences  and  fine  arts,  or  at 
request  of  at  least  half  it-  members.    The  director  general,  the 
rotary  of  public  instruction,  -it-  with  it.  but  has  only  a  consultative 
voice  in  its  deliberations.     The  council   is  to  give  its  advice  upon 
matte!'-  submitted  to  it  by  the  minister. 

Every  member  may  al-o  submit  to  the  council  matters  for  con- 
sideration which  seem  useful  to  him,  and  call  for  their  examination 
and  a  vote  thereon  for  governmental  guidance.  The  council  may 
meet  separately  or  with  one  or  the  other  of  the  conseils  de  perfec- 
tionnement.  It  may  delegate  one  or  more  of  its  members  to  attend, 
with  consultative  voice  only,  the  deliberations  of  one  of  these 
councils. 

higher  council  may  study  every  question  concerning  educa- 
tion, even  if  it  be  not  submitted  to  it  by  the  minister,  h  may.  with 
the  authorization  of  the  minister,  institute  investigations,  consult  spe- 
cialists, and  take  charge  of  temporary  inspections  and  traveling  mis 

wider  the  direction  of  the  minister. 

The  regulations  governing  the  three  conseils  de  perfectionnemenl 

are  along  the  same  Lines.  Tt  is  to  be  noted  that  the  council  for 
higher  education,  consisting  of  -\  members,  will  have  the  power 
finally,  when  the  question  shall  concern  the  interest-  of  the  universi- 
ties exclusively,  to  deliberate  with  its  body  reduced  to  only  the  repre- 
sentat ives  of  that  division. 

The  council  of  middle  education,  consisting  of  1"  members,  may 
divide  into  two  sections,  the  first  having  to  do  with  the  athenee  . 
the  other  with  the  middle  schools.  It  i-  to  give  it-  advice  upon  the 
competitive   examination-,   upon    the    national    expend'  this 

division  of  education,  upon  examinations,  degrees,  certificates,  all  as 
limited  by  legal  dispositions;  it  examines  the  textbooks  \\-r<\  in  this 
division  of  education,  and  proposes  instructions  to  be  given  to  in- 
spectors. 

The  council  of  normal  and  primary  education,  composed  of  L5 
members,  embraces  iw<>  sections,  tl  normal  and  the  primary.  Tt 
gives  its  advice  upon  all  matters  submitted  to  it  by  the  minister  or 
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by  one  of  its  members.  The  minister  submits  to  the  council  the 
reports  of  the  provincial  inspectors  on  the  situation  of  primary  edu- 
cation. The  council  examines  the  books  and  teaching  materials  sub- 
mitted to  it  by  the  minister  or  by  its  members. 

To  sum  up,  the  reform  instituted  by  M.  Destree,  the  minister,  con- 
first  of  conferring  upon  the  three  councils  existing  before  the 
German  occupation  and  now  reorganized  the  rights  of  initiative 
they  did  not  possess  before  and,  by  the  establishment  of  a  higher 
council  of  public  instruction,  in  coordinating  the  labors  of  the  coun- 
cils in  such  a  way  as  to  fill  in  gaps,  avoid  duplication,  and  establish 
the  necessary  links  between  the  various  divisions  of  education. 

The  opening  session  of  the  four  councils,  meeting  together,  was 
held  March  30,  1920.  The  minister  in  a  moving  appeal  called  upon 
ill  I  the  members  to  labor  together  for  Belgium's  reconstruction,  and 
urged  especial  attention  to  matters  concerning  moral  and  civic  and 
esthetic  education,  the  conditions  of  admission  to  higher  studies,  the 
professional  preparation  of  teachers  of  secondary  education,  and  the 
improvement  of  primary  normal  education. 

The  Federation  of  Christian  Teachers  of  Belgium  met  in  Brussels 
in  August,  1!>19,  the  first  time  since  1913,  with  a  large  number  of 
members  present.  Complaint  was  voiced  of  the  delay  of  local  coun- 
cils in  the  payment  of  teachers'  salaries  long  in  arrears,  some  as  far 
back  as  the  opening  of  the  war.  Resolutions  were  passed  urging  the 
passage  of  a  law  incorporating  the  following  principles:  Equality 
before  the  law  of  all  schools,  whether  free  or  official;  graduated 
salaries;  salaries  for  men  and  women  teachers,  paid  by  the  State, 
with  3,600  francs  as  minimum  and  0,000  francs  as  maximum;  bonuses 
I'm-  teachers  who  had  fought  in  the  war. 

The  official  Belgian  League  of  Education  has  reorganized,  meeting 
(1920)  in  Brussels,  and  following  the  same  general  lines  as  the 
French  league  of  the  same  name,  urging  immediate  legislation  along 
the  following  lines:  Organization  of  the  fourth  grade,  education  of 
abnormals,  assistance  to  poor  scholars,  reform  and  development  of 
norma]  education,  publication  of  works  concerning  popular  educa- 
tion, technical  education,  and  popular  agricultural  training  and 
apprenticeship. 

Before  (he  invasion  Belgium  manifested  progressive  spirit  in  the 
matter  of  allowing  girls  access  to  higher  studies.  The  same  spirit 
i  shown  in  the  reestablishment  of  the  Girls'  High  School  at  Brus- 
This  institution,  however,  is  intended  for  girls  who  do  not 
rid  lo  prepare  for  university  courses,  or  for  the  professions.  Its 
purpose,  as  announced,  is  to  train  "  women  who  are  to  play  an  impor- 
tant role  in  the  intellectual  and  moral   development  of  Belgium." 
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The  schedule  of  hours  follow  the  same  lines  as  the  athenees  which 
admit  girls,  but  its  subjects  of  instructs  i 

chology,  history  oi  French  literature,  history  of  foreign  literature, 
historical    criticism,   history   of   the   ancient   civilizations    and 
Orient,  history  of  Greek  and  Roman  civilizations,  national  his 
and  political  institutions  of  Belgium,  social  an  '  economic  studi< 
modern  times.    Latin  and  Greek  <•■  led 

The  city  of  Brussels  has  est  iblished  the  normal  studies  ne< 
for  the  training  of  teachers  of  manual  arts,  especially  for  fourth- 
grade  children.  They  will  extend  over  two  years,  with  eight  hours 
..v.  The  first  year  will  be  devoted  to  woodworking,  metal  work- 
ing, technical  and  ornamental  drawing,  technology,  use  of  tools,  ami 
wood  carving. 

Tn  the  second  year  the  studies  of  the  first  will  be  enlarged  upon, 
and  in  addition  studies  in  industrial  hygiene,  trigonometry,  elen 
of  mechanics,  and  special  methodology  of  manual  arts  will  be  offered. 

Similar  schools  for  :_rirls  are  projected,  to  be  opened  as   soon  as 
ble. 

The  new  free  (popular)  University  of  Brussels  has  secured  the 
site  occupied  by  the  French  section  of  the  exposition  of  1910  and 
will  at  once  erect  an  adequate  building.  For  this,  among  other  sub- 
scriptions, the  provincial  council  of  Brabant  has  granted  ;t  million 
francs. 

UNIVERSITY   RECONSTRUCTION. 

At  the  session  of  the  Belgian  Parliament  on  er  10,  K'10. 

the  premier  communicated  to  the  Chamber  of  Representatives  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Herbert  Hoover,  which,  after  accounting  for  all 
maintenance  expenses  of  the  Commission  for  "Relief  in  Belgium  and 
estimating  a  balance  of  [50  million-  of  franc-  -till  remaining,  pro- 
ceeded to  set  forth  a  financial  projeel  for  the  restoration  and  develop- 
ment of  higher  education  in  that  country. 

According  to  Mi-.  Hoover's  statement — 

Tlie  war  and  Its  economic  effects  demonstrated  the  supreme  Import 
higher  Instruction  for  ;iii  Bodal  classes  and  especially  it   is 

ssary     i"i  to  open  schools  of  higher  education  I  daughters 

of  those  who  have  not  now  the  means  tn  send  them  to  si  ;  I  '< »  t<>  In- 

the  revenues  "i"  Buch  schools  in  such  :i  way  that  they  may  render  I 
community  the  services  justly  t<>  lie  expected  of  them  ami  thai  they  may  tie  able 
•  ■  new  development  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Hoover  proposed  that — 

1.  Thirty-seven  per  cent  of  tin    am 
liahment  of  a  national  educational  foui 

post"  -  and  Americans,      i  1  be 

Intended  as  mail  cum- 

stances  in  order  to  permit  them  to  ; 
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2.  Sixty-three  per  cent  of  the  150  millions  shall  be  appropriated  at  once  to 
the  following  institutions:  The  Universities  of  Brussels,  Louvain,  Ghent,  Li§ge 
i  13.33  per  cent  Cor  each)  ;  school  of  mines  at  Mons  (3  per  cent)  ;  Colonial 
Higher  School    (6.66  per  cent). 

The- Chamber  of  Representatives  accepted  the  donation  with  pro- 
found gratitude  and  appreciation  of  its  meaning  for  the  future  of 
Belgium. 

The  National  Educational  Foundation  has  thus  at  its  disposal  a 
capital  of  55,000,000  francs,  which  it  is  hoped  may  be  still  further 
increased  after  the  final  settlement  of  all  accounts  of  the  Relief 
Commission.  This  foundation  will  be  incorporated  by  a  law 
yet  to  be  passed.  The  revenues  will  be  devoted  especially  to  the 
establishment  of  local  and  traveling  scholarships  for  needy  students. 
The  trustees  of  the  foundation  have  as  their  aim  to  make  such  selec- 
tions of  beneficiaries  as  shall  introduce  a  truly  educational  elite 
into  the  universities.  On  the  other  hand,  a  portion  of  the  revenues 
will  be  appropriated  for  the  extension  of  learning  and  granted  to 
professors  to  permit  them  to  travel,  to  pursue  scientific  research,  and 
to  publish  specialized  works  which  their  personal  resources  do  not 
permit  them  to  issue. 

The  sum  total  assigned  to  institutions  of  higher  education  is  fixed, 
subject  to  change,  at  95,000,000  francs— 20,000,000  for  each  of  the 
four  universities,  10.000,000  for  the  colonial  school.  5,000,000  for  the 
school  of  mines.  Of  this  sum,  an  advance  of  20,000,000  was  turned 
over  in  September. 

Interesting  legal  complications  have  resulted  from  these  donations. 
The  free  Universities  of  Brussels  and  Louvain  have  been  incorpo- 
rated by  law  since  1911;  but  the  State  Universities  of  Ghent  and 
Liege  are  not  on  this  footing.  They  desire,  however,  to  obtain  this 
status  by  law.  The  scheme  outlined  by  Mr.  Hoover  now  proposes  to 
divert  the  1  million  intended  for  higher  education  not  to  the.  State 
but  to  the  universities  themselves.  The  latter  hail  this  with  delight, 
for  they  perceive  in  the  decree  of  incorporation  a  measure  which 
will  confer  upon  them,  in  the  eye  of  the  State,  an  autonomy  which 
they  have  never  enjoyed  and  do  not  now  enjoy.  They  see  in  it  also 
far-reaching  consequences,  not  only  for  material  enrichment  but  also 
for  the  recruiting  of  their  scientific  and  professorial  staffs. 

Tiie  announcement  of  the  donation  of  the  commission  for  Belgian 
relief  ha-  aroused  delight  and  no  less  surprise  in  scientific  circles. 
The  preliminary  steps  to  the  decision  of  the  commission  were  known 
to  only  a  few  privileged  members,  though  they  involved  many  long 
and  minute  investigations  into  educational  matters.  The  genesis  of 
the  final  act  may  be  traced  back  to  April,  1916.  While  the  war  was 
in  full  progress,  delegates  from  the  four  universities  and  the  national 
relief  committee,  undaunted  and  still  full  of  confidence  in  the  ulti- 
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matt'  issue  of  the  conflict,  meeting  for  routine  work,  dared  to  look 

M.l  that  into  the  field  of  the  natioi  Is'.     With 

the  increase  of  the  sums  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee,  their  plans 

i         a  wider  scope  and  came  to  include  educational  matters  as  well. 

The  donation  attains  two  ends  the  democratic  and  I 

entific.     It   has  received   universal  commendation  l><>th  in    B 
and  France.     In  the  Latter  country  it  has  been  commended 

section  of  the  French  press  which  is  inclined  to  question  the 
future  of  purely  scientific  studies  in  the  increasing  democratization 
:iety.     The   combination   adopted,   that    of   carrying 
er  education  to  its  highest  degree  of  perfection  and  at  the 
time  making  it  freely  accessible  to  the  youth  of  the  i 
the  best  of  all  solutions  yet  devised  for  the  problem  of  the  future 
and  democracy—a  problem  univers  rded 

the  most  serious  that  has  to  be  faced  in  modern  education. 
A  vital  feature  of  the  scheme  i-  the  stipulation  that  n<>  portion  of 
the  donations  is  to  In-  touched  for  the  construction  of  buildings.  It. 
is  intended  that  they  be  entirely  devoted  to  the  improvement  oi  the 
conditions  of  life  for  the  professors  and  students,  and  tin-  endow- 
ments of  Laboratories  and  libraries. 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  BRUSSELS. 

Three  new  courses  have  hcen  instituted  this  year  in  the  University 
of  Brussels.  One.  in  pedagogy,  has  been  established  independent  of 
the  faculties.  Courses  are  open  to  teachers  oi'  tie-  secondary  and 
primary  education,  as  to  candidates  for  the  doctorate  of  philosophy, 
letters  and  sciences,  -who  propose  to  follow  a  career  in  the  athe 
(corresponding  to  the  French  lycees).  In  order  to  appreciate  more 
fully  the  meaning  of  tin-  new  regulation,  the  reader  is  reminded 
that,  since  the  abolition  of  the  higher  norma]  schools  in  L890,  the 
teaching   force  of  the  secondary  schools  tad   to  lie   recr 

among  the  doctors   sent   out    by  the   universities.     Howe 
gnized  that  if  the  scientific  preparation  of  this  ti  pe  oi 
is  satisfactory,  their  professional   and   pedagogical    preparation    is 
by  no  means  so.     it  is  to  remedy  this  situation  that  the  CJnivei 
of  Brussels  has  established  the  u  terrelated  unit  of  courses  making 
up  the  pedagogical   section:  Biology,  psycl  iology,  p< 

gogy.   methodology,    physical    education    and    i 
pedagogy,   ethics,   and   history.     Thes  forced   by 

practical   exercises    in    teaching,  tl    psycho! 

pedagogy,  and  in   - 
dent-  together. 

After  two  yea  odance  on  tl 

cises.  grouped  studies,  and  two  examinations,  the  students  obtain  a 


12  BIENNIAL   SURVEY   OF   EDUCATION,   1918-1920. 

certificate  of  pedagogical  studies.  Fifty  students  enrolled  for 
1919-20. 

Officially  dependent  upon  the  faculties  of  the  university,  the 
Government  has  established  a  section  of  technical  aviation,  the 
courses  in  which  are  reserved  for  engineers  having  a  diploma.  They 
embrace  lectures  and  recitations  upon  the  mechanism  and  construc- 
tion of  planes,  on  aviation  motors,  on  the  law  of  the  air,  hygiene, 
aerial  photography,  aerology,  wireless  telegraphy,  map  making,  and 
laboratory  examinations. 

A  section  in  romance  philology  has  been  founded  under  the  fac- 
ulty of  philosophy  and  letters,  embracing  research  study  into  the 
French  language  and  literature  and  kindred  languages. 

The  University  of  Louvain  is  rising  rapidly  from  its  ruins.  Its 
courses  were  resumed  in  November,  1919,  when  over  3,000  persons, 
including  those  taking  single  courses  and  adults  pursuing  night 
courses,  were  enrolled.  The  faculties  of  medicine  and  science  have 
initiated  new  laboratories  in  temporary  quarters  and  are  seeking  to 
give  thorough  instruction.  Work  in  restoration  of  the  world-famous 
library,  for  which  subscriptions  were  begun  in  May,  1915,  is  under 
way  under  the  auspices  of  an  international  committee  of  intellectuals 
representing  37  distinct  nationalities.  With  this  a  special  Belgian 
committee  works  in  cooperation.  On  the  very  day  of  the  armistice 
it  had  already  catalogued  80,000  volumes,  sent  by  friends  during  the 
enemy's  occupation. 

A  group  of  scientific  men  have  taken  the  initiative  in  establish- 
ing an  institute  of  higher  education  for  women,  which  will  be  put 
under  the  patronage  of  the  University  of  Louvain. 

The  visit  of  the  British  university  delegates  on  mission  to  Belgium, 
November,  L919,  was  an  episode  of  great  educational  and  interna- 
tional interest.  Ten  representatives  of  every  grade  of  British 
university  institutions  composed  the  mission.  They  visited  a  repre- 
sentative of  every  grade  of  higher  institution  in  Belgium.  Formal 
conferences  with  Belgian  educational  authorities  and  informal  dis- 
cussions  were  held  for  the  arriving  at  ways  ami  means  of  mutually 
benefiting  the  educational  situation  of  the  two  nations  so  closely 
allied  in  the  fire  of  adversity.  Extensive  interchange  of  professors 
and  of  students  was  aimed  at.  and  many  definite  conclusions  were 
reached.  The  Belgian  authorities  evinced  deep  interest  in  the  or- 
ganization <•!'  the  British  universities  bureau  and  planned  the  estab- 
lishment- of  such  among  their  own  higher  institutions." 

Abridged  from  report  of  the  mission  in  London  University  Gazette,  April  ",  1920. 
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